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United Kingdom Horse Shoers Union

 3, Roughdown Villas Road, 

Hemel Hempstead, 

Herts HP3 0AX

tel/fax 07768 337054

email: secretary@ukhsu.com    website: http://www.ukhsu.com

__________________________________________________________________________________

To: Clare Williams,
VPSU,
Food and Farming Group,
Defra.

10th March 2008

Implementation of European Directive 2005/36/EC – Farriers

Dear Madam,

Thank you for your letter of the 6th of March 2008.

The United Kingdom Horseshoers Union on behalf of farriers do not find the proposed Regulations to be acceptable.

In particular we object to the Defra statement that "if sufficient evidence comes to light that shows that the welfare of animals is not adequately safeguarded because of a lack of professional training and/or experience as concerns temporary providers of farriery then we will bring this to the attention of DIUS." It is absolutely plain that permitting untrained and unqualified "farriers" to practice in this country does not adequately safeguard the welfare of animals. How much suffering of horses do you want to document to prove what is blindingly obvious?

How will registering with the FRC make an incompetent farrier any less of a danger. By the time any Disciplinary Action can be brought to bear the damage to horses will have been done.

Something must be done to prevent this serious risk to animal welfare. We suggest that farriers are a profession having implications for public health and safety and as such that Article 7.4 of the Directive should apply, and thus the FRC must be entitled to check the professional qualifications of farriers wishing to provide temporary services prior to the first provision of services.

We also feel that farriers have the right and duty to make representations to their elected representatives on this matter and for animal welfare bodies and the horse owning public to be consulted.

We request that no immediate action is taken as far as amending the legislation is concerned and we also request an urgent meeting with the Minister to discuss the matter.

We look forwards to hearing from you,

Yours sincerely,

Martin Humphrey,

Secretary.
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