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 Implementation of European Directive 2005/36/EC – Farriers

Consultation on the draft Farriers’ Qualifications (European Recognition) Regulations 2007

To: Clare Williams,
VPSU,
Food and Farming Group,
Defra.

17th December 2007

Dear Madam,

Thank you for requesting the views and comments of farriers on these important proposals.

The United Kingdom Horseshoers Union agree with the intention behind the Directive: “to make it easier for qualified professionals (such as architects, accountants, teachers and health professionals) to practise their professions in European Member State countries other than their own, with a minimum of red tape but with due safeguards around public health and safety and consumer protection.” 

However we would point out that farriers deal with the health and welfare of horses and as such animal welfare is the key issue in any discussion. We trust that animal welfare can be taken as incorporated in the concept of “public health and safety and consumer protection” however we feel that it should be explicitly mentioned and we suspect that due weight has not been given to animal welfare in the Directive..

The Farriers Registration Act is primarily “An Act to prevent and avoid suffering by and cruelty to horses arising from the shoeing of horses by unskilled persons…”

William Molloy MP on the 12th of March 1975 said that "The very essence of this bill and the reason for its creation was that the Worshipful Company of Farriers was probably concerned about the fact that it had neither any control nor enforcement over the extraordinary vulgarity that has grown in the past few years of inadequate, untrained people masquerading as farriers or blacksmiths, shoeing horses without any knowledge, causing a great deal of damage to the animals and great dismay to anybody connected with horses ......" .

We strongly object to the statement that “noted that Article 7.4 of the Directive does not apply in respect of farriers (as they are not a profession having implications for public health and safety), and so the FRC are not entitled to check the professional qualifications of farriers wishing to provide temporary services prior to the first provision of services.” The Health and Safety of horses and the Health and Safety of their owners and riders rely strongly on the competence of farriers. Furthermore as we have said the issue of Animal Welfare seems to have been strangely overlooked.

We would point out that according to the Defra website:

“The United Kingdom has a long history of protecting animals from cruelty. 

“In 1822 Richard Martin's Act to Prevent the Cruel and Improper Treatment of Cattle was passed by Parliament. This is the first parliamentary legislation for animal welfare in the world.

“The Animal Welfare Act 2006 is the most significant change in animal welfare legislation in almost a century. Under this new Act it is still against the law to be cruel to an animal. But now you must also ensure that all the welfare needs of your animals are met.”

Any horse owner who employed a farrier who was not properly qualified would be in breach of the Animal Welfare Act 2006. If inadequate persons are allowed to practice farriery in this country then a horse owner will be unable to ensure that the welfare needs of their horse are met. The proposals as they stand would be against the principles of animal welfare enshrined in the Farriers Registration Act and in the Animal Welfare Act 2006.

It is essential that no persons should be permitted to practice farriery in the UK without proving their competence. A 4 year apprenticeship is standard in this country and is generally regarded as a reasonable length of time for the purpose of becoming competent to a basic standard of farriery.  Someone from an unregulated country who has been practicing farriery for 2 years would be highly unlikely to be competent and must be regarded as a danger to public health and safety and consumer protection, and especially to horses.

There seems to be little point of such persons being liable to Disciplinary sanctions in this country when they can return to their own country and escape such proceedings.

These proposals are likely to do a great deal of damage to horses and ponies in the United Kingdom.

Furthermore farriers are trusted on peoples property and with their children. There are no safeguards in these proposals to guard against people with criminal records or paedophiles.

The Directive and these proposals are fundamentally flawed and wholly unacceptable. We strongly recommend that a radically different approach to farriery is required involving a proper understanding of the nature of the profession and a due regard for animal welfare.

Yours sincerely,

Martin Humphrey,

Secretary.
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